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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH LAND & ESTATES 

Introduction 

Scottish Land & Estates (SLE) welcomes the opportunity to provide evidence to the 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee on the Climate Change 

(Emissions Targets) (Scotland) Bill.  

SLE is a membership organisation which represents rural land-based businesses, primarily 

farms and estates. Our members are involved in a diverse range of sectors and activity 

such as agriculture, forestry, peatland restoration, tourism, housing and development.  

Views on the Bill 

SLE supports the Bill’s objective to raise the ambition of greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction in line with an appropriate contribution to limiting global temperature rises to 1.5 

degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. Specifically, SLE considers that the 

commitment to achieving net-zero emissions “as soon as there is sufficient evidence that 

doing so would be credible” is a reasonable approach. In this context we have taken 

credible to mean where scientific evidence and technology allows the target to be achieved 

without having a detrimental impact on each sector. This is perhaps best summarised by 

paragraph 21 of the Policy Memorandum which states “The CCC go on to say that “The 

value of the targets is that they should be challenging but achievable with sustained policy 

effort, ensuring planning certainty for businesses, consumers and the public sector””.  

Farmers and land managers are at the sharp end of climatic changes, for example this year 

having to work with a severe winter and then summer drought. We recognise that the sector 

has a vital role to play in efforts to tackle climate change both in reducing emissions and 

increasing carbon sequestration for example in forests, peatland and soils. We are 

committed to supporting members in the drive towards emissions reductions as set out in 

the Bill. There is the opportunity to do more and with the right policies, support, advice and 

training in place, farmers and land managers can deliver a great deal in implementing the 

change that is needed to deliver these ambitious targets.  

In her statement to the Scottish Parliament on 12 June 2019 the Cabinet Secretary for the 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee said that if Scotland is to set 

targets too high it is perfectly possible that these targets could not be achieved other than 

reducing food production. Given the additional challenges that the agriculture sector may 

face as a consequence of Brexit we agree that extra pressure in the form of a net-zero 

emissions date should not be included in the Bill until such a time as it can be proved 

achievable.  
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SLE is still supportive of the “fair and supportive” approach described in the letter from 

NGOs, farmers and rural groups calling on the Scottish Government to drive a Just 

Transition towards carbon-neutral farming. We agree that in such a transition there should 

be a national nitrogen balance sheet to help the Government develop evidence-based 

policy; continued investment in soils to lock in carbon; promotion and support of a move 

towards productive and profitable low-carbon farming practices; and promoting and 

supporting agro-forestry to enable a transition into carbon-neutral farming.  

We urge reconsideration of the way that agricultural carbon is measured. We understand 

that greenhouse gas inventories do not currently reliably reflect the activities that the 

agricultural sector undertakes to help mitigate climate change through soils, peatland, 

forestry and renewable energy production for example. This results in a one sided balance 

sheet which only shows the emissions associated with production.  

To enable sector-wide change farm businesses must also be empowered to look at their 

whole farm system so that they understand where nutrient, energy, carbon and water flows 

into and out of their farm, enabling them to identify where savings and efficiencies could be 

made to benefit their business as well as the environment. We are also of the opinion that 

agriculture should not be viewed in isolation but should be considered as part of a pan-

Scotland approach to achieving net-zero emissions.  

 


